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In 2019, the Law Program worked in the areas of crime and justice, victims of 
crime, integration and social inclusion, and fundamental rights and ethics.

• Crime and justice. Work in this area focused on the prevention of and fight 
against organised crime (with a special focus on human trafficking) and ter-
rorism (including radicalisation and violent extremism), and on protecting 
the rights of suspects and accused by enhancing the presumption of inno-
cence in criminal proceedings and improving the capacity of judicial and 
law enforcement authorities to address the special needs of offenders with 
psycho-social and intellectual disabilities.

• Victims of crime. CSD continued to explore numerous aspects of the protec-
tion of victims of crime, and specifically women victims of violence, their 
treatment and appropriate financial compensation. Transposition of relevant 
EU legislation was assessed, while trainings and workshops explored ave-
nues to overcome difficulties on normative and practical level. Judicial train-
ings were held on protecting the rights of third-country nationals – victims 
of exploitation within the Eu.

• Integration and social inclusion. Based on its long policy experience in the 
area of migration, CSD continued to promote integration and social orienta-
tion of foreigners as tool to empower them against racism and xenophobia. 
Work started on developing pan-European ICT tools to facilitate interaction 
between migrants, institutions and service providers, as well as on the impact 
of perceptions on migration flows and related border security concerns.

• Fundamental rights, equality and ethics. As a member of the FrAnET 
network of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency, CSD collected data and in-
formation for the Agency’s comparative studies. research topics included, 
among others, anti-muslim hatred, legal aid in return procedures and data 
collection for hard-to-reach populations at risk of violation of their rights. 
with the purpose of countering discrimination and negative stereotypes 
CSD is promoting the principles of diversity management through, inter 
alia, the development of a national Diversity Charter. Work on ethics aims 
to continue earlier activities in the area of promoting trust-based policy and 
self-regulation with a focus on professional responsibility and integrity.

Law Program

I. Crime and justice

In 2019, the law program’s activities 
in the area of crime and justice fo-
cused on the prevention of and fight 
against organised crime and terrorism 

(including radicalisation and violent 
extremism), protection of the rights 
of suspects and accused in criminal 
proceedings and the links between hu-
man trafficking and different sectors of 
the economy.
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In response to the increasing need for 
multidimensional approaches to bet-
ter understand and address organised 
crime and terrorism, CSD continued 
to contribute to the international ini-
tiative TAKEDOWN: Understand the 
Dimensions of Organised Crime and Ter-
rorist Networks for Developing Effec-
tive and Efficient Security Solutions for 
First-line-practitioners and Professionals. 
CSD is part of TAKEDown since its 
launch in 2016. In 2018, CSD coordi-
nated the stakeholder validation cycles 
accompanying the launch of the two 
TAKEDown platforms: the open in-
formation hub for first-line personnel 
FIrST-lInE prACTITIonErS and the 
solutions platform for law enforcement 
and security agencies FIghT CrImE 
& TErrorISm. CSD also took part in 
the high-profile international confer-
ence about the current challenges in 
the fight against organised crime and 
terrorism.

CSD experts conducted a study as a 
part of the unoDC initiative MACRO: 
Measuring and Assessing Organised Crime 
in the Western Balkans that, inter alia, aims 
to gain a better understanding of organ-
ised crime (oC) in the region through its 
measuring and monitoring and the de-
veloping of a methodology for regular 
reporting. The study focused on crime 
in its regular and organised-crime ag-
gravated versions. The Center’s experts 
developed the methodology for collect-
ing data through interviews with both 
OC victims and convicted offenders in 
six Western Balkan countries and terri-
tories. The study produced interviews 
with 240 persons. The team compiled 
a comprehensive report presenting the 
structure and modus operandi of or-
ganised crime. The report and other 
results of the Center’s involvement will 
feed to the final output of the MACRO 
project – a regional report on organ-
ised Crime in the Western Balkans, and 
to the further efforts for measuring and 

assessing organised crime in the west-
ern Balkans.

CSD is also actively contributing to 
several pan-European initiatives, 
which aim at strengthening the capac-
ity of judicial, police, and correctional 
services for preventing and countering 
radicalisation and violent extremism. J-
SAFE: Judicial Strategy against All Forms 
of Violent Extremism in Prison is an ini-
tiative that seeks to facilitate decision-
making on cases of radicalisation, and 
to support prison and probation staff in 
the execution of sentences. The interna-
tional initiative JP COOPS: Judicial and 
Police Cooperation Preventing Radicalisa-
tion Towards Terrorism aims to enhance 
cross-border cooperation through the 
expansion of existing grassroots legal 
training networks and deliver up-scal-
able capacity-building tools adaptable 
to national contexts. FAIRNESS: Imple-
mentation of the Stockholm’s Roadmap in 
Cases of Terrorism and Radicalisation is 
an initiative which examines the har-
monisation of national legal practices 
regarding the implementation of Eu 
criminal procedural rights safeguards 
in crimes related to violent radicalisa-
tion and terrorism. SAT-LAW: Strategic 
Assessment for Law and Police Coopera-
tion aims at increasing the capacity of 
national judicial and law enforcement 
authorities to address issues related to 
judicial cooperation in criminal mat-
ters. All four initiatives specifically fo-
cus on promoting balanced approaches 
for addressing security-related con-
cerns which guarantee the protection 
of fundamental rights of suspects and 
accused.

The rights of persons suspected or ac-
cused of committing a crime continued 
to be a main topic of the law program’s 
activities in the area of crime and jus-
tice in 2018. As part of the international 
initiative ARISA: Assessing the Risks of 
Isolation of Suspects and Accused, a hand-

http://takedownproject.eu/
http://takedownproject.eu/
http://takedownproject.eu/
http://takedownproject.eu/
http://takedownproject.eu/
http://www.firstlinepractitioners.com/
http://www.fightcrimeterrorism.com/
http://www.fightcrimeterrorism.com/
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/toc.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/toc.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/toc.html
https://jsafeproject.eu/
https://jsafeproject.eu/
https://jsafeproject.eu/
https://jpcoopsproject.eu/
https://jpcoopsproject.eu/
https://jpcoopsproject.eu/
http://www.agenformedia.com/international-projects/fairness
http://www.agenformedia.com/international-projects/fairness
http://www.agenformedia.com/international-projects/fairness
https://www.satlawproject.eu/
https://www.satlawproject.eu/
https://www.satlawproject.eu/
https://arisa-project.eu/
https://arisa-project.eu/


13

book titled Assessing the Impact of Crimi-
nal Proceedings on the Social Situation of 
Suspects and Accused was published. The 
handbook, available in five different 
languages, offers practical guidelines to 
the law enforcement and criminal jus-
tice authorities, including an impact as-
sessment questionnaire that allows the 
law enforcement and criminal justice 
authorities to assess the degree to which 
the proceedings can affect the social sta-
tus of suspects or accused. The publica-
tion of the handbook was accompanied 
by a series of trainings. To present and 
discuss the outcomes of the initiative 
CSD organised a high-profile interna-
tional conference with researchers and 
practitioners from across the Eu.

In the framework of the international 
initiative OPSIDIANET: Offenders with 
Psycho-Social and Intellectual Disabilities: 
Identification, Assessment of Needs and 
Equal Treatment CSD published the re-
port Vulnerable Offenders: The Rights of 
Suspects and Accused with Psycho-Social 

and Intellectual Disabilities, which strives 
to bring together strands of scientific re-
search from various fields, so as to shed 
light on the challenges people with intel-
lectual and psychosocial disabilities face 
in their interaction with the police and 
judicial authorities during criminal pro-
ceedings. other publications released in 
the framework of the initiative include 
country reports on Belgium, Bulgaria, 
greece and Italy, a library of resources 
and an overview of existing identifica-
tion methodologies and participation 
facilitation tools.

In 2019, the law program continued 
working on the nexus between human 
trafficking and different economic sec-
tors. research was presented before 
various audiences, and a practical kit 
was rolled out for businesses on how to 
counteract that criminal phenomenon 
and co-operate with other anti-traffick-
ing actors. An online campaign raised 
the awareness of the general public 
about the dangers of labour trafficking.

https://csd.bg/publications/publication/assessing-the-impact-of-criminal-proceedings-on-the-social-situation-of-suspects-and-accused/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/assessing-the-impact-of-criminal-proceedings-on-the-social-situation-of-suspects-and-accused/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/assessing-the-impact-of-criminal-proceedings-on-the-social-situation-of-suspects-and-accused/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/2019/03/28/procedural-rights-of-suspects-and-accused-with-psychosocial-or-intellectual-disabilities-in-belgium-2/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/2019/03/28/procedural-rights-of-suspects-and-accused-with-psychosocial-or-intellectual-disabilities-in-bulgaria-2/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/2019/03/28/procedural-rights-of-suspects-and-accused-with-psychosocial-or-intellectual-disabilities-in-greece/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/2019/03/28/procedural-rights-of-suspects-and-accused-with-psychosocial-or-intellectual-disabilities-in-italy/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/2019/03/30/suspects-and-accused-with-psychosocial-or-intellectual-disabilities-library-of-resources/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/2019/07/23/identification-methodologies-and-participation-facilitation-tools/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/2019/07/23/identification-methodologies-and-participation-facilitation-tools/
https://www.opsidianet.eu/2019/07/23/identification-methodologies-and-participation-facilitation-tools/
http://net-combat-thb-chain.prorefugiu.eu/
http://net-combat-thb-chain.prorefugiu.eu/
http://net-combat-thb-chain.prorefugiu.eu/
https://csd.bg/events/event/economic-sectors-and-the-fight-against-human-trafficking/
https://www.facebook.com/net.combat.thb.chain/
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II. Victims of crime

CSD continued to work towards improv-
ing the situation of victims of crime, es-
pecially of women victims of violence, 
through streamlining multidisciplinary 
work in their protection and enhancing 
stakeholder cooperation.

Activities commenced on preparing 
multidisciplinary, multinational judicial 
trainings on the protection of rights of 
third-country nationals – victims of traf-
ficking exploited in Eu member States. 
A training kit was developed explaining 
the targets and methods for training an 
audience of magistrates and lawyers, 
and participants were selected for a se-
ries of trainings in different EU Member 
States. Trainings were also discussed at 
a roundtable with stakeholders.

In a special two-day event CSD experts 
presented and trained stakeholders on 
the victim referral paper and victims’ 
rights brochure previously developed 
together with leading law enforcement 
and victim support institutions.

Continuing its long-term engagement to 
women’s rights, the CSD law program 

team continued working on an initiative 
promoting the rights of women victims 
of crime. The issues of underreporting 
of crimes and financial compensation 
for victims were discussed at a work-
shop with a multidisciplinary audience.

CSD took part in the initiative Effective 
Criminal Justice Strategies and Practices to 
Combat Gender-Based Violence in Eastern 
Europe as a member of the national ref-
erence group in Bulgaria. The two-year 
project is implemented by the organi-
sation for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (oSCE) in hungary, Bulgaria 
and romania. The objective of the activ-
ities is to enhance the capacities of crim-
inal justice practitioners in responding, 
investigating and prosecuting gender-
based violence, as well as to increase 
the level of reporting of gBV cases. CSD 
experts presented the state of play of 
gender-based violence phenomena in 
Bulgaria and provided comments on 
the Situational Analysis. They also par-
ticipated in discussions and a campaign 
to raise the awareness of gender stereo-
types, and the causes, signs, signals and 
effects of gender-based violence. In ad-
dition, Law Program experts took part 
in a consultative forum by the European 

Senior Commissioner Dr. Blagorodna Makeva, Deputy Director, National Police
General Directorate, and Miriana Ilcheva, Senior Analyst, CSD Law Program,

Sofia, 22 January 2019

https://csd.bg/events/event/improving-the-situation-of-victims-of-crime-and-the-co-operation-of-stakeholders/
http://justiceforwomen.prorefugiu.eu/
https://csd.bg/events/event/protection-of-women-victims-of-crime/
https://csd.bg/events/event/protection-of-women-victims-of-crime/
https://www.osce.org/
https://www.osce.org/
https://www.osce.org/
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Institute for gender Equality on admin-
istrative data collection on gender-based 
violence.

III. Integration and social inclusion

CSD, together with universities and 
organisations from Austria, Belgium, 
romania, latvia and greece, success-
fully concluded its initiative to prevent 
and combat racism and xenophobia 
through social orientation of non-na-
tionals. Following the initiative’s aim 
to introduce an innovative approach to 
non-nationals’ language tuition and 
social orientation as part of integration 
to incorporate a rule of law education 
element, CSD elaborated guidelines on 
incorporating tolerance and mutual re-
spect in language tuition and social ori-
entation of refugees and migrants. The 
guidelines were widely disseminated 
and presented to refugee and migration 
authorities, and relevant ngos.

Protection of Women Victims of Violence Round Table, Sofia, 5 November 2019

The Center’s social orientation initiative 
concluded at an international conference 

http://raccombat-project.eu/
http://raccombat-project.eu/
http://raccombat-project.eu/
http://raccombat-project.eu/
https://csd.bg/events/event/social-orientation-of-foreigners-and-counteracting-racism-and-xenophobia/
https://csd.bg/events/event/raccombat-integration-of-foreigners-and-prevention-of-racism-xenophobia-and-intolerance/
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Ms Petya Karayaneva, Protection Officer, UNHCR Bulgaria, and Miriana Ilcheva,
Senior Analyst, CSD Law Program, Social Orientation of Foreigners and Counteracting 

Racism and Xenophobia Seminar, Sofia, 2 April 2019

Mathijs le Rutte, UNHCR Representative to Bulgaria, Dr. Maria Yordanova, Senior Fellow 
with the Law Program, and Prof Dirk Vanheule, Centre for Migration and Intercultural 

Studies, University of Antwerp, Integration of Foreigners and Prevention of Racism, 
Xenophobia and Intolerance International Conference, Sofia, 15 May 2019
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where stakeholders from all participat-
ing member States discussed the situa-
tion of the integration of refugees and 
migrants in their respective countries.

CSD continued working on an initia-
tive on ICT enabled public services 
for migration. The law program’s team 
took part in rigorous primary research, 
aimed at developing a platform to help 
portray migrant skills and needs and 
match them with institutions’ capaci-
ties and employers’ demands. within 
the framework of another new major 
initiative, the law program contributed 
to deepening the knowledge about the 
impact of perceptions on migrant flows 
and related threats.

IV. Fundamental rights

As a member of the FrAnET network 
of the EU Agency for Fundamental 
Rights (FrA), CSD continued to moni-
tor the protection of fundamental rights 
in Bulgaria. In addition to its regular 
contribution to FrA’s annual Fundamen-
tal Rights Report, CSD delivered reports 
on anti-muslim hatred, access to legal 
aid by third-country nationals in return 
procedures, and novel approaches to 
generating data on hard-to-reach popu-
lations at risk of violation of their rights. 
The periodic reporting on the migration 
situation in Bulgaria, which started back 
in late 2015, continued for a third con-
secutive year (the full collection is avail-
able on the FrA website).

As a member of the FrA platform CSD 
continued to contribute to the FrA 
initiatives. A law program representa-
tive attended the high-level conference 
From wrongs to rights – Ending severe la-
bour exploitation in Brussels in june 2019. 
Over 100 key stakeholders from diverse 
backgrounds explored possible courses 
of action and promising practices to ad-
dress severe labour exploitation at the 

European level. This was a logical con-
tinuation of CSD’s active involvement in 
developing a communication strategy 

https://www.miict.eu/
https://www.miict.eu/
https://fra.europa.eu/en/research/franet
https://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-migration-borders/overviews
https://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2019/wrongs-rights-ending-severe-labour-exploitation
https://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2019/wrongs-rights-ending-severe-labour-exploitation
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for the FrA report Severe labour exploi-
tation: workers moving within or into the 
European Union. States’ obligations and 
victims’ rights.

CSD is partnering with the Bulgarian 
Business leaders Forum on the initia-
tive DIVERSE.BG: Launch and Imple-
mentation of Diversity Charter in Bulgaria 
which aims to counter discrimination 
and negative stereotypes by promoting 
the principles of diversity management 
through, inter alia, the development of 
a national Diversity Charter. Two back-
ground studies on diversity manage-
ment in Bulgaria were conducted. In 
May 2019, CSD took part in the Eu 
Diversity Charters’ Annual Forum in 
Brussels. The initiative DIVErSE.Bg 
was also presented during a national 
workshop for employers on reasonable 
accommodation for people with disabil-
ities organised by the European Com-
mission in october 2019. The Bulgarian 
Diversity Charter will be launched in 
the spring of 2020.

CSD continues its policy research into 
the development and promotion of 
trust-based policy and effective self-
regulation, currently focusing on the 
governance of technology through sci-
entist engagement. In April 2019, CSD 
presented a poster on the ethical, legal, 
and social responsibilities of life scien-
tists concerning dual-use science at the 
22nd Annual Conference of the European 
Biosafety Association in Bucharest, ro-
mania. In july 2019, the law program 
took part in an international Advanced 
Research Workshop on Security for Emerg-
ing Synthetic Biology and Biotechnology 
Threats funded by the nATo Science 
for peace and Security programme and 
held in Lausanne, Switzerland. CSD also 
participates in the task force convened 
by the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
for the development of a National Pro-
gramme for Promoting the Development of 
Artificial Intelligence in Bulgaria.

https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/severe-labour-exploitation-workers-moving-within-or-european-union
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/severe-labour-exploitation-workers-moving-within-or-european-union
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/severe-labour-exploitation-workers-moving-within-or-european-union
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/severe-labour-exploitation-workers-moving-within-or-european-union
http://www.bblf.bg/
http://www.bblf.bg/
https://diverse-bg.eu/
https://diverse-bg.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/combatting-discrimination/tackling-discrimination/diversity-management/eu-platform-diversity-charters_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/united-diversity-common-challenge-2019-may-16_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/united-diversity-common-challenge-2019-may-16_en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=1437&eventsId=1531&furtherEvents=yes
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=1437&eventsId=1531&furtherEvents=yes
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=1437&eventsId=1531&furtherEvents=yes
https://ebsaweb.eu/ebsa22-conference-romania-2019
https://ebsaweb.eu/ebsa22-conference-romania-2019
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_161451.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_161451.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_161451.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_161451.htm

