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Economic Program

In 2019, the Economic Program focused its work on the following areas:

• Energy governance, decentralisation and transition to a low-carbon future. 
The Economic Program worked on defining, modelling, and impacting the 
factors that influence Bulgarian and European households’ and businesses’ 
choices in their transition to low- or no- carbon energy solutions. The focus 
was also placed on the governance implications of the transition process, 
such as the challenges related to low-carbon mobility and electrification of 
vehicles.

• Assessing and tackling foreign economic and media influence. CSD co-
authored The Kremlin Playbook 2: The Enablers which revealed how russia 
has developed and sustained state capture networks in Europe in order to 
achieve the expansion of its economic, political and media influence.

• Regional and European cooperation in countering corruption and state 
capture. CSD continued its pioneering work on developing a practical moni-
toring instrument for state capture risks in Europe. The State Capture Assess-
ment Diagnostics (SCAD) was developed and piloted in several countries in 
Europe.

• Tackling the hidden economy and undeclared work. As part of the support 
to the European Platform tackling undeclared work, CSD prepared analyses 
and toolkits aimed at sharing good practices among EU Member States.

• Competitiveness and the knowledge economy. CSD continued analysing 
the barriers to the Bulgarian business, provided recommendations for im-
provement of the economic competitiveness, and contributed to the develop-
ment of the 2019 IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook.

I. Energy governance, 
decentralisation and transition 
to a low-carbon future

The Center for the Study of Democracy 
analysed the draft Bulgarian National 
Energy and Climate Plan (nECp) and 
pinpointed the main obstacles for the 
implementation of decarbonisation pol-
icies in the electricity sector in a report, 
published and presented at a round 
table in April 2019. CSD’s assessment 
revealed how the nECp development 

process reflected the common energy 
sector governance deficits in Bulgaria – 
lack of political consistency, limited 
transparency of decision-making and 
lack of adequate cost/benefit analyses 
of long-term strategic decisions. The 
report recommends the transformation 
of the electricity sector towards lower 
dependence on fossil fuels, more ambi-
tious integration of renewables-based 
power plants, as well as effective inclu-
sion of consumers in the functioning of 
the Bulgarian energy system.

https://csd.bg/publications/publication/stifled-decarbonisation-assessing-the-bulgarian-national-energy-and-climate-plan/
https://csd.bg/events/event/the-decarbonisation-of-the-bulgarian-economy-european-and-national-perspectives/
https://csd.bg/events/event/the-decarbonisation-of-the-bulgarian-economy-european-and-national-perspectives/


20

The Decarbonisation of the Bulgarian Economy: European and National Perspectives 
Round Table, Sofia, 23 April 2019

Energy Security and Energy Transformation in the Context of the Republic of Korea
and the Republic of Bulgaria Conference, Sofia, 18 November 2019
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In 2019, the Economic program also 
participated in bilateral initiatives for 
the promotion of energy efficiency. 
CSD, together with the Embassy of the 
republic of Korea in Bulgaria, organ-
ised the Korea-Bulgaria Energy Forum 
that took place on 18 November 2019 in 
Sofia. The event brought together high-
level representatives of the Bulgarian 
and Korean governments, executive 
agencies, businesses, ngos, energy 
experts, academics, journalists and citi-
zens. Korea’s interest in energy coop-
eration with Bulgaria has been driven 
primarily by Bulgaria’s central position 
in Southeast Europe as well its role as 
a transit route between producers and 
consumers.

Focusing on the challenges to energy 
transition policies in Europe, CSD or-
ganised a policy workshop at the hein-
rich-Böll-Foundation’s European union 
office in Brussels on the low-carbon 

mobility and electrification of vehicles. 
Experts from the business sector, public 
and research institutions, civil society 
organisations and think-tanks under-
lined that the 2030 targets set up by the 
separate Eu member States are still not 
ambitious enough and will not allow for 
reaching the 2030 climate and energy 
objectives.

To discuss the governance implications 
for the interactions between individual 
and collective energy choices, as well as 
the factors affecting them CSD held the 
policy conference “Energy Transition 
Governance for Better Energy Security 
in Europe” on 17 october 2019 in paris, 
France. The conference provided a plat-
form for exchange of ideas on the results 
of the h2020 project EnABlE.Eu. The 
governance of energy transition in Eu-
rope is still very much top-down and, 
only with few exceptions, individual 
countries follow Eu priorities in the de-

Low-Carbon Mobility and Its Challenges to Energy Transition Policies
in Europe Policy Workshop, Brussels, 28 June 2019

https://csd.bg/events/event/energy-security-and-energy-transformation-in-korea-and-bulgaria/
https://csd.bg/events/event/low-carbon-mobility-and-its-challenges-to-energy-transition-policies-in-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/energy-transition-governance-for-better-energy-security-in-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/energy-transition-governance-for-better-energy-security-in-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/energy-transition-governance-for-better-energy-security-in-europe/
http://www.enable-eu.com/
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sign and implementation of energy and 
climate policies, rather than setting up 
their own ambitious goals and targets. 
Future decarbonisation pathways, as 
well as their corresponding outcomes 
for both citizens and governments, were 
also highlighted.

A CSD policy Brief summarised seven 
major governance bottlenecks to the 
energy transition manifested in nine 
European countries. The most prevail-
ing issues are: unstable political com-
mitment towards strategic transition 
goals and targets at the local, regional 
and national level; ineffective coordi-
nation which leads to fragmentation of 
competences, jurisdictions and funds; 
and administrative barriers and human 
resource deficits in public administra-
tion. To overcome these challenges, the 
countries and the Eu institutions need 
more comprehensive and easy-to-un-
derstand policy monitoring tools be-
yond the current national Energy and 

Ruslan Stefanov, Director of the CSD Economic Program,
at the Energy Transition Governance for Better Energy Security

in Europe Policy Conference, Paris, 17 October 2019

EnErgy TransiTion govErnancE
for BETTEr EnErgy sEcuriTy in EuropE

policy Brief no. 88, october 2019

KEy poinTs

→ Energy transition will remain central stage to Europe
an policymaking, with the pledge of the European 
green Deal of the incoming European Commission.

→ The origin and implementation of the energy tran
sition policies in Europe divide the countries into 
policy takers and policy makers. improving energy 
transition governance is critical to overcoming dif
ferences between the two groups and achieving 
common European goals across all energy transition 
areas.

→ The majority of European citizens see energy transi
tion as foremost related to the use of wind and solar 
energy for smallscale decentralised power produc
tion. But even governance in this area has suffered 
from unstable political commitment and differences 
in public acceptance across Europe.

→ The governance of bio-energy suffers from lack of 
political commitment and public interest, which has 
resulted in underdevelopment of its legislative and 
institutional framework.

→ The electrification of vehicles benefits from being 
industry and marketled and together with wind 
and solar is the field with the strongest R&D efforts 
and innovations.

→ The energy efficiency governance often shows lack 
of clear policy measures in most of the countries de
spite the binding targets they committed to.

→ European energy and climate policies still face se-
curity challenges regarding regulatory framework, 
market integration and liberalisation, and afford
ability. Member states lack the tools and often can
not reach a consensus over joint energy security 
issues at the expense of separate national or busi
ness interests, often influenced by external to the 
EU countries.

1 European Commission. 2019. A Union that strives for more. 
My agenda for Europe. By Candidate for President of the 
European Commission Ursula von der Leyen.

2 European Commission. 2019. Fourth report on the State 
of the Energy Union. The European Commission, Brussels, 
9.4.2019, COM(2019) 175 final.

3 European Commission. DirectorateGeneral Justice and 
Consumers. 2017. Study on Residential Prosumers in the 
European Energy Union. Brussels.

4 Elkind, J. 2010. Energy security: Call for a broader agenda.  
In: Pascual C. and J. Elkind (eds). 2010. Energy security. 
Economics, politics, strategies and implications. Brooking 
Institution Press. Washington, D.C.

This project has received funding from
the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research 
and innovation programme under grant 
agreement number 727524.

The European Green Deal1 pledge of the incoming Eu
ropean Commission confirms that energy transition 
and the European Energy Union2 will remain centre 
stage in European policymaking. The combination 
of new regulatory and technological innovations, 
the deepening of the interactions between energy 
and climate policies, and the corresponding shifts in 
individual and collective behaviour opens new op-
portunities for business and society to benefit from 
the energy transition. But they also provoke new 
governance challenges to both policy makers and 
citizens. The advent of the prosumer,3 the energy 
producing consumer, as a foundation of successful 
energy transition, requires profound changes at the 
EU, national, local, and household level. In particular, 
the need for increasing the social acceptability and 
public awareness of energy transition policies, puts 
new emphasis on the energy security four-fold chal-
lenge of availability, reliability, affordability and sus
tainability.4 Solving this complex challenge requires 
understanding of the factors influencing household 

www.enableeu.com

Climate plans or national renewable 
Energy Action plans.

https://csd.bg/publications/publication/policy-brief-no-88-energy-transition-governance-for-better-energy-security-in-europe/
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II. Assessing and tackling foreign 
economic and media influence

In 2016, the study The Kremlin Playbook: 
Understanding Russian Influence in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe concluded that 
the Kremlin has developed a pattern of 
malign economic influence in Europe 
through the cultivation of “an opaque 
network of patronage across the region 
that it uses to influence and direct deci-
sion-making” whose ultimate goal is to 
weaken and destroy democratic systems 
from within. Despite the varied nature 
of the countries presented in the first vol-
ume, the names of specific jurisdictions, 
companies, and members of Vladimir 
Putin’s inner circle kept appearing in 
nearly every network of influence.

The Kremlin Playbook 2: The Enablers fur-
ther revealed how russia has developed 
and sustained state capture networks 
in Europe to enable the expansion of 

its economic and political influence. 
It explored the Russian malign influ-

Russian Influence in Europe: Countering State Capture Risks Round Table, Sofia,
14 November 2019

https://csd.bg/publications/publication/the-kremlin-playbook-understanding-russian-influence-in-central-and-eastern-europe/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/the-kremlin-playbook-understanding-russian-influence-in-central-and-eastern-europe/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/the-kremlin-playbook-understanding-russian-influence-in-central-and-eastern-europe/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/the-kremlin-playbook-2-the-enablers/
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ence and how it allowed the Kremlin 
to achieve its end and avoid some of 
the consequences of its behaviour. By 
aiding and abetting Russia’s malign in-
fluence, enablers assist the Kremlin in 
self-destructive behaviour that siphons 
funds offshore (often in or through Eu-
rope) and depletes the russian tax base 
at a time of dire economic conditions. 
Crucially, by allowing russian eco-
nomic influence to cycle through their 
systems, enablers actively participate 
in the weakening and discrediting of 
their own democratic structures. The 
report extensively analysed the rus-
sian economic influence in Austria, 
Italy and the netherlands.

Developing and implementing effective 
responses to Russian influence in Eu-
rope and on the Balkans was also the 
key topic of discussion during a round 
table held on 14 november 2019 in Sofia. 

According to CSD’s latest analyses on 
russia’s economic footprint in Europe, 
some European countries’ exposure to 
the Kremlin’s economic leverage in Eu-
rope paradoxically has increased after 
the imposition of Eu and uS sanctions. 
In the Balkans, Russian companies 
control between 5 and 10% of the total 
company turnover, a decline since 2014. 
Energy remains the single most vulner-
able sector for Russian influence in Eu-
rope. while commenting on the west-
ern sanctions on russia, Dr. michael 
Carpenter, Senior Director of the penn 
Biden Center for Diplomacy and global 
Engagement, made the case that, thus 
far, these have not been effective. In or-
der for sanctions to yield results, they 
must target specific issues, particularly 
Ukraine and interference in elections, 
and must also be reversible and cease 
when the Kremlin has altered its be-
haviour.

Rosen Plevneliev, President of the Republic of Bulgaria (2012 – 2017), and Dr. Michael 
Carpenter, Senior Director, Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global Engagement, 

Sofia, 14 November 2019

https://csd.bg/events/event/russian-influence-in-europe-countering-state-capture-risks/
https://csd.bg/events/event/russian-influence-in-europe-countering-state-capture-risks/
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The European countries’ vulnerabili-
ties to authoritarian state-sponsored 
media operations were discussed dur-
ing the round table “provocation and 
Resilience: The Differential Challenge 
of and response to russian Disinfor-
mation in Europe”, organised by CSD 
in may 2019. The participants outlined 
the best practices and the existing pol-
icy gaps in tackling foreign anti-demo-
cratic propaganda. The technological 
capacities for detecting russian disin-
formation activities were demonstrat-
ed through a tool for (near) real-time 
monitoring of online news and social 
media.

In addition to russian disinformation 
tactics, the russian economic grip was 
also explored through detailing how 
moscow has been able to exploit gov-
ernance deficits and influence decision-
making in the countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe. The book highlighted 

Dr. Todor Galev, Senior Analyst and Dr. Rumena Filipova, Research Fellow,
Economic Program, CSD, Sofia, 30 May 2019

https://csd.bg/events/event/russian-disinformation-in-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/russian-disinformation-in-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/russian-disinformation-in-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/russian-disinformation-in-europe/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/the-russian-economic-grip-on-central-and-eastern-europe/
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how russia’s economic power is relat-
ed to its wider strategic goals and con-
cluded that Russia’s economic influence, 
both direct and indirect, is tighter than 
official statistics imply. The compara-
tive country by country perspective on 
russia’s corporate presence, trade, and 
investment in key sectors of the region, 
such as energy, demonstrated the pat-
terns of the Kremlin’s use of state cap-
ture tactics.

The topic was further discussed at the 
round table ”Sharp power grip: Dimen-
sions of Russian Influence in Southeast 
Europe” in Belgrade, co-organised by 
CSD and the national Endowment 
for Democracy. Аlthough the Russian 
economic footprint as share of the re-
gion’s economy has decreased since 
2014, this is more a reflection of domes-

tic growth, declining oil prices, and 
the sanctions on moscow, rather than 
a decline in the scope of the Kremlin’s 
influence. The Russian economic inter-
ests are often supported by oligarchic 
networks which have close ties with 
national governments and influential 
policy elites.

In order to identify practical solutions 
for tackling the Kremlin’s media capture 
tactics in Southeast Europe, the Center 
for the Study of Democracy organised 
a round table on 14 november 2019 in 
Sofia. Media experts from Albania, Bos-
nia and herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, 
montenegro, north macedonia, and 
Serbia illuminated the overarching tools 
and narratives the Kremlin employs to 
capture media in Southeast European 
countries.

Milica Kovačević, President, Centre for Democratic Transition, Montenegro, Srecko Latal, 
Political Analyst, Balkan Investigative Reporting Network, Bosnia & Herzegovina,

Martin Vladimirov, Analyst, CSD Economic Program, Ambassador Kyle Scott, U. S. 
Embassy to the Republic of Serbia, and Dr. Ognian Shentov, Chairman,

Center for the Study of Democracy, Belgrade, 27 June 2019

https://csd.bg/events/event/assessing-russian-economic-and-political-influence-in-southeastern-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/assessing-russian-economic-and-political-influence-in-southeastern-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/assessing-russian-economic-and-political-influence-in-southeastern-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/sharp-power-grip-dimensions-of-russian-influence-in-southeast-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/sharp-power-grip-dimensions-of-russian-influence-in-southeast-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/sharp-power-grip-dimensions-of-russian-influence-in-southeast-europe/
https://csd.bg/events/event/tackling-kremlins-media-capture-tactics-in-southeast-europe/
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In addition, as highlighted in a CSD 
policy Brief on Kremiln’s sharp power 
in the Balkans, the weakening of the EU 
gravitational pull leaves a power vacu-
um in the region that is readily filled in 
by authoritarian powers such as russia 
and China. They are taking advantage 
of the democratic backsliding and the 
widespread state capture among dys-
functional institutions to expand their 
economic and political influence.

III. Regional and European 
cooperation in countering 
corruption and state capture

The rise of the prominence and assert-
iveness of authoritarian models of de-
velopment globally, and the resurgence 
of such trends in Europe and in its en-
largement domain have re-kindled the 
search for policy tools to monitor and 
tackle state capture. To respond to this 
challenge, CSD developed a State Cap-
ture Assessment Diagnostics (SCAD) 

methodology which piloted in Bulgar-
ia, Czech republic, Italy, romania and 
Spain. SCAD is the kind of evidence-
gathering mechanism policy makers 
need to utilise in order to verify the 
existence of state capture practices in 
given economic sectors and regulatory/
enforcement institutions; and to consid-
er policy adjustments which close the 
opportunities for special interests to use 
the institutions of public governance 
for private ends. SCAD was designed 
to measure state capture results/effects 
and the capture process itself, as the 
latter is most often hidden, secret, and 
inaccessible. It is a pioneering effort for 
the exposure of state capture through 
measurement.

Russia’s Economic influEncE in thE Balkans:
tackling kREmlin’s shaRp powER

policy Brief no. 89, november 2019

kEy points

→ The weakening of the EU gravitational pull leaves 
a power vacuum in the region that is readily filled 
in by authoritarian powers such as Russia and 
China. They are taking advantage of the demo-
cratic backsliding and the widespread state cap-
ture among dysfunctional institutions to expand 
their economic and political influence.

→ Russian economic influence has declined since the 
imposition of U.S. and EU sanctions in 2014, but 
Russian companies still control between 5 and 
10% of the regional economy, including strategic 
companies such as the largest refineries, fuel dis-
tribution networks, gas transmission and storage 
facilities, telecoms and retail chains.

→ Russia has locked in governments from the region 
in costly large-scale projects that have been used 
to feed networks of domestic and Russian busi-
nesses with significant leverage over policy-mak-
ers and institutions.

→ The Kremlin has amplified its influence and yielded 
sharp power in the region through employing all 
instruments from its playbook, such as supporting 
mainstream and fringe political parties, employ-
ing media, cultural and religious ties, sponsoring 
civil society activities, and pulling former security 
services’ strings.

→ SEE countries, with the help of the EU, should 
implement a diverse set of strategies to counter 
state capture in strategic economic sectors and 
diversify foreign direct investment.

→ Anti-money laundering and anti-trust authorities 
should clearly establish final beneficial ownership, 
prevent illicit capital from entering the region, 
and prioritise work on the risks posed by capital 
from authoritarian states serving political goals, 
in particular large-scale infrastructure projects.

1 The Council of the European Union failed to endorse the 
recommendation of the European Commission to start 
negotiations with Albania and North Macedonia. France, 
backed by the Netherlands and Denmark, have been the 
main opponents for starting the negotiations.

2 Shentov, O., Stefanov, R., Todorov, B. (Eds.). 2016. Shadow 
Power: Assessment of Corruption and Hidden Economy in 
Southeast Europe. Sofia: Southeast European Leadership 
for Development and Integrity/Center for the Study of 
Democracy.

* The analysis focuses on Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Serbia, collectively referred as the 
Balkans and Southeast Europe. More details about the Russian influence in the 
region can be found in: The Kremlin Playbook in Southeast Europe: Economic 
Influence and Sharp Power. Sofia: Center for the Study of Democracy, 2019.

The European Union’s decision1 from October 2019 
not to start accession negotiations with Albania and 
North Macedonia is yet another warning sign that 
the EU might not be willing and/or able to commit 
the necessary political capital to integrating the Bal-
kans within the Euro-Atlantic community. The unex-
pected decision has undermined the credibility of 
the Eu enlargement process, as well as that of the 
separate Berlin Process initiated by Germany in 2014 
to reassure the Western Balkan countries of their 
European future. This has further weakened the EU 
gravitational pull, widening the power vacuum in
the region that has been readily exploited by author-
itarian powers such as Russia and China. The latter 
are taking advantage of the democratic backsliding 
and the widespread corruption and state capture2

to expand their economic and political influence in 
the region.

Local political elites in the Balkans have readily 
embraced the proposed alternative authoritarian 
model touted by Russia and China, sweetened by 

During the presentation of SCAD on 
27 june 2019 in Brussels, the round ta-
ble participants identified the policy 
domains where the tool could further 
be implemented. They recommended 
that SCAD is used for underpinning the 
European semester, monitoring anticor-

https://csd.bg/publications/publication/policy-brief-no-89-russias-economic-influence-in-the-balkans-tackling-kremlins-sharp-power/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/state-capture-assessment-diagnostics/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/state-capture-assessment-diagnostics/
https://csd.bg/events/event/state-capture-assessment-diagnostics-from-concept-to-policy-instrument/
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State Capture Assessment Diagnostics: From Concept to Policy Instrument
Round Table, Brussels, 27 June 2019 

Delivering on the Promise of EU Enlargement: 30 Years of Governance and
Anti-Corruption Reforms in Central and Eastern Europe Policy Forum, Skopje,

13 December 2019
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ruption and good governance in the en-
largement context, as well as serving as 
anti-fraud instrument of Eu’s cohesion 
policies.

Based on the SCAD methodology, CSD 
published a report that maps the poli-
cy, market, institutional, technical and 
data availability aspects, related to state 
capture assessment in three economic 
sectors (wholesale of solid, liquid and 
gaseous fuels; wholesale of pharmaceu-
tical goods; and construction) in four 
European countries (Bulgaria, Italy, ro-
mania, and Spain).

In order to enhance the capacities to 
counteract corruption and state cap-
ture, CSD and the macedonian Center 
for International Cooperation organised 
a 3-day training on 12-14 june 2019 in 
Sarajevo, in the framework of the SElDI 
anti-corruption initiative. The impor-
tance of CSos bringing out the voices of 
the public and holding the institutions 
accountable was underlined. The train-
ing provided participants with an over-
view of SElDI’s experience and research 
methods in delivering anti-corruption 
solutions, advocacy and policy enhance-
ment, with a specific focus on state cap-
ture and corruption risk assessment at 
institutional level.

The 2019 edition of the regional good 
governance and Anti-Corruption Fo-
rum was held in Skopje on 13 December 
2019. This year’s forum was organised 
in cooperation between CSD’s regional 
anti-corruption network SElDI and the 
north macedonian CSo Anti-Corrup-
tion platform. It gathered more than 
100 participants from the region who 
proposed and discussed possible solu-
tions for the Western Balkans to move 
on with enlargement, while delivering 
on the governance reforms eagerly ex-
pected by its citizens. Stevo Pendarovski, 
president of the republic of north mac-
edonia, Radmila Šekerinska, Minister of 

Defence, Jennifer R. Littlejohn, Chargé 
D’ Affaires at the U.S. Embassy in North 
Macedonia, Freek Janmaat, Head Op-
erations I at the European Delegation in 
north macedonia, and ruslan Stefanov, 
Director of the CSD Economic program 
were the keynote speakers of the forum. 
north macedonia has made progress 
in terms of opening up budget spend-
ing data and improving the freedom of 
the press. however, in the past 15 years 
high-level corruption has become a se-
curity threat in all countries of the re-
gion. SElDI’s 2019 Corruption Monitoring 
System data confirm that the Western 
Balkans remain far behind even the 
worst performing Eu member States. 
The results for 2019 show that com-
pared to 2016 corruption pressure has 
increased in four of the six countries of 
the region: Bosnia and herzegovina, fol-
lowed by montenegro, Kosovo, and Ser-
bia. only Albania and north macedonia 
have witnessed a marginal decrease in 
corruption pressure. The participants 
at the forum agreed that corruption 
and state capture could be tackled only 
through a combination of law-enforce-
ment and preventative measures devel-
oped and implemented in collaboration 
by policy-makers, the civil society, the 
international community, the business 
sector and the media.

IV. Tackling the hidden economy 
and undeclared work in Europe

CSD continued to develop analysеs and 
toolkits, aimed at sharing good prac-
tices and experiences among the mem-
ber States, in support of the European 
Platform tackling undeclared work. The 
platform provides an Eu-level forum 
that allows different actors, including 
social partners and enforcement author-
ities, such as labour inspectorates, and 
tax and social security authorities, to en-
gage in closer cross-border cooperation 
and joint activities. In 2019, experts from 

https://csd.bg/publications/publication/mapping-report-state-capture-estimation-and-monitoring-of-anti-corruption-policies-at-the-sectoral/
https://csd.bg/events/event/corruption-and-state-capture-monitoring-advocacy-and-impact-in-a-world-of-hybrid-threats/
https://seldi.net/
https://seldi.net/
https://csd.bg/events/event/delivering-on-the-promise-of-eu-enlargement-30-years-of-governance-and-anticorruption-reforms-in-ce/
https://csd.bg/events/event/delivering-on-the-promise-of-eu-enlargement-30-years-of-governance-and-anticorruption-reforms-in-ce/
https://csd.bg/events/event/delivering-on-the-promise-of-eu-enlargement-30-years-of-governance-and-anticorruption-reforms-in-ce/
https://seldi.net/home/
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1299&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1299&langId=en
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CSD’s Economic program authored anal-
ysis on cross-border actions tackling un-
declared work, cross-border concerted 
and joint inspections, exchange of infor-
mation and data protection in tackling 
undeclared work, and 12 success stories 
on the key role of social partners.

V. Competitiveness and 
the knowledge economy

CSD continued analysing the barriers 
to the Bulgarian business, provided 
recommendations for improvement of 
the economic competitiveness, and con-
tributed to the development of the 2019 
IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook. In 
2019, Bulgaria ranks 48th out of 63 econ-
omies, an improvement of seven posi-
tions compared to 2015, but a decline 
compared to 2007.

Changes in the competitiveness landscape of Bulgaria
in 2018 – 2019 according to IMD WCY 2019
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https://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=21877&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=21877&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=21430&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=21430&langId=en
https://csd.bg/events/event/bulgarias-international-competitiveness-2019/
https://csd.bg/events/event/bulgarias-international-competitiveness-2019/
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The experts from the Economic pro-
gram also contributed to the develop-
ment of the annual Innovation.bg report. 
The leading theme of Innovation.bg 2019 
was placed on the European science and 
innovation policy in the next program-
ming period and the concept of smart 
specialisation.

The improvement of the Bulgarian 
economic environment was similarly 

targeted through a series of studies 
that assess the state of play and future 
perspectives of diversity management 
in Bulgaria. The report Diversity Man-
agement in Bulgaria: Perceptions, Prac-
tices and Expectations provides a needs 
assessment of the local business com-
munity in relation to diversity manage-
ment and diversity strategy at the com-
pany and the national (collective) level 
in Bulgaria.

http://www.arcfund.net/arcartShow.php?id=18456
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/diversity-management-in-bulgaria-perceptions-practices-and-expectations/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/diversity-management-in-bulgaria-perceptions-practices-and-expectations/
https://csd.bg/publications/publication/diversity-management-in-bulgaria-perceptions-practices-and-expectations/

