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 Allow me to start by offering a warm welcome to everyone in attendance, especially my colleague 

from North Macedonia Bujar Osmani and his delegation, and my thanks to the Center for the Study of 

Democracy for convening this timely conversation on the importance of constructive capital to our 

two nations.  

 We are also thankful to our partners from the EU and the US, as the EU and NATO integration 

frameworks provide key opportunities for leveraging considerable public financial resources to attract 

much needed constructive capital into our two economies. CSD has prepared and will present some 

bold and ambitious yet achievable ideas, of which I would like to single out three key areas in which 

we could step up our cooperation. 

 First, we need to speed up energy and infrastructure connectivity by completing additional gas 

interconnectors, building new border crossing facilities and finishing the work on the long-awaited 

Corridor VIII road and rail route.  

 Second, it is important to note that Bulgaria faced a steep learning curve when we became an EU 

member state, and we would be happy to put our years of experience to good use by providing 

technical assistance to North Macedonia as it undergoes the same trials and tribulations we did before 

and after 2007, coordinating on Skopje’s adoption of the EU Acquis and initial project pipeline. Just as 

our Greek, Dutch, Spanish, and other EU partners helped us then, Bulgaria would be happy to find a 

way to give back now.  

 Third, with time Bulgaria will continue to dedicate more national resources to connectivity and 

development assistance across the border, which could be done bilaterally or as part of EU initiatives. 

Moreover, Sofia and Skopje should step up our planning and implementation of more joint projects 

under the mutually available EU funding instruments. 

 Acting as partners, Bulgaria and North Macedonia can work together to seize an opportunity that 

would raise economic prosperity across both nations, creating an environment ripe for the 

constructive capital investors that will help build our shared future. Of course, it goes without saying 

that none of these efforts will be possible without active coordination and dialogue with both the 

private sector and the civil society, who both hold vital contributions to this shared vision. The 

assistance of our Transatlantic partners also remains indispensable.   

 We still face a long and daunting road ahead of us, and much remains to be done in order to meet our 

objectives, both in Brussels and along our borders. But if we seize this moment to combine our efforts 

and walk it together, then our end goal - unlocking the full economic potential of constructive capital 

in both our nations - is within our reach. 


